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Advantages to Palliative Brachytherapy

• Outpatient treatmentOutpatient treatment
• Generally rapid response
• Relatively safe
• Highly localized treatment
• Cost effective (particularly 
when compared with palliative 
chemotherapy)
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Patient Selection: Lung

• Significant cough, dysphagia, hemoptysis

• Confirmed Intraluminal disease

• Reasonable Performance Status and Life 
ExpectancyExpectancy
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Patient Selection: Cervix/Uterus

• Visible os

• Symptomatic bleeding

• Reasonable life expectancy
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Patient Selection: Esophagus

• Confined to esophageal wall
• Less than 10 cm lengthg

• No significant gastric extension
• Absence of multiple skip lesions

• No significant lymphadenopathy

• Cervical location
• Absolute contraindications• Absolute contraindications:

– TE fistula

– Non‐bypassable stenosis
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Number One Symptom: 
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Pain Algorithm
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